
Human Insecurity in the Twenty-first Century: Cases from Africa, Asia and Europe

INST 4850.003 Instructor: Özlem Altıok
Spring 2016  Office: GAB 468
MW 2.00-3.20 pm  Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu
Classroom: Phys 115                                                                               Office hours: M 1-2 pm, and by appointment

Picasso's Guernica (1937)

Course Description and Objectives
This course explores the sources of insecurity suffered by the majority of world's people in the twenty-first century.  It is 
structured around seven areas of human security: economic, political, food, environmental, health, community and 
personal security. We will cover cases primarily, though not exclusively from from Africa, Asia and Europe. 

Grading and Assignments:
Attendance and participation: 10% 
Two quizzes: 30% (15 points each)
Book review: 20%  due Sunday, February 28, 2016.
Midterm: 20% on Wednesday, March 9, 2016 in the Testing Center in Sage Hall 3rd floor 
Final exam: 20%  Final on May 9, 2016 1.30 - 3.30 pm in the Testing Center in Sage Hall 3rd floor 

Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows: 
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (60-69); F (<60) 

**Please keep records of your performance on assignments. I only calculate grades once: at the end of the semester**

Expectations and requirements

Picasso's Guernica 
1. Attendance and Participation 10%
You must attend class regularly, and be on time. You should not miss more than two classes without a legitimate and 
documented excuse.  If there are circumstances that prevent you from regular participation (e.g. travel related to work 
or a family emergency) talk to me early on, and we will make arrangements. For instance, I will ask that you submit 
extra work to make up for what you miss.

You should read or view the assigned material and be prepared to answer questions in class. The detailed schedule of 
readings is at the end of this syllabus.

2. Quizzes 30%  (15 points each, Quiz #1 on February 10 & Quiz #2 on April 6, both in Sage Hall Room 330) 

3. Book review of Jason Stearns' Dancing in the Glory of Monsters  20% (20 points)
You should show me that you have read the book, but I do not want a summary of the book. Your discussion of the content 
should be in the form of a critical review. You should discuss whether and how the human security framework helped you 



understand the story told in Dancing in the Glory of Monsters. You could also make explicit reference to any similar cases 
covered in this class (e.g. Rwandan genocide or the Bosnian genocide). However, do not use phrases such as “as we learned 
in lecture on X day” or “as you said in class...” Instead, address your review to a wider audience. Ideally, you would want to 
publish your review. Why not? A good review contextualizes the book within the larger literature (broader questions/issues 
it addresses) and usually states the reviewers' assessment of the work in the very first paragraph. Here is a resource to help 
you write a good book review: http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/book-reviews/ Length: Between 1000 and 1500 words.

4. Midterm Exam 20% in Sage Hall 330 on Wednesday March 9, 2016 during regular class time. 

5. Final Exam 20% in Sage Hall 330 on May 9, 2016 from 1.30 - 3.30 pm.

Office Hours
I will be in my office (GAB 468) between 1 and 2 pm on Mondays. Alternatively, you can email me for an appointment. 
In addition, if you email me with your questions I will answer them within two business days. As a general rule, do not 
wait until the last day to ask me a question about an assignment or exam.

Academic Honesty
Trust and honesty are central for learning to occur, and I hope that you do not need a reminder about that. However, in 
the interest of making expectations clear let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. Please be aware that 
you commit plagiarism if you: 

1) reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation marks and/or 
without providing a citation; or

2) use another's ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing citation.

I adhere to and enforce UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating 
academic dishonesty and sabotage).  You should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be 
located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf  I will address 
violations of academic integrity in this course in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. 
APPEALS: Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT 
Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity.”

Disability Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to 
begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 
each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

UNT Writing Lab 
If writing is not your forte, and you want to produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or others (as you 
should) take advantage of the the Writing Lab on campus http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/

Revisions to this syllabus
It is your responsibility to attend class and to follow Blackboard announcements to keep abreast of any changes to the 
reading schedule or assignments. Please forward your UNT email account to the email account you most frequently 
use to ensure you are receiving announcements, tips, news, etc. that I occasionally send. I may revise the schedule 
depending on class discussions, contemporary developments, changes that might be necessary to accommodate a guest 
lecturer's schedule. I will give you notice of such changes (ideally) several days in advance.

Required texts
Jason Stearns. Dancing in the Glory of Monsters (purchase this as soon as possible)

Recommended texts
Frances Moore Lappe et al. World Hunger: Twelve Myths (find the latest edition)
Amartya Sen. 2012 [1999]. Development as Freedom. 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/book-reviews/
http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/
http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf


In addition, several book chapters and journal articles will be posted on Blackboard; these are marked by a (Bb) on the 
list below. Other reports and articles can be found using www.google.com/scholar; these are also indicated below (find 
online). To locate required articles published in peer-reviewed journals that are not readily available online, you will 
need to use the UNT Library's electronic resources.

Weekly readings are listed below. Please read them in the order they are listed. Unless I require it explicitly on the 
syllabus or announce otherwise, you are not required to view the films listed at the bottom of each week's readings on 
your own. I will show some of these in class. Others are there as supplemental reference. That said, you are encouraged 
to explore these and other relevant films as they will help you learn.

Weekly Reading Schedule

January 20 (W): Introduction to the course

January 25 (M): The concept of human security                                                                                                                
Alex Bellamy and Matt McDonald. 2002. “`The Utility of Human Security': Which Humans? What Security? A Reply 
to Thomas & Tow.” Security Dialogue. 33 (3): 373-377.
Taylor Owen. 2004. “Human Security: Conflict, Critique and Consensus.” Security Dialogue.  Find using UNT's Library 
Resources or use this link 
http://www.fincent.fi/attachments/gallery/Owen__2004__Human_Security__Conflict_Critique_and_Consensus.pdf 
UN. 2009. Human Insecurity Index. Available at 
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/apcity/unpan037033.pdf 

February 1: The multiple causes of human insecurity: the case of the Democratic Republic of Congo
King Leopold's Ghost (selected pages on Blackboard, Bb from now on)
John Katunga Murhula. Minerals, Forests and Violent Conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Available online 
at http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/Katunga12.pdf 
Raise Hope for Congo. 2008. Ten Reasons why Congo is the Most Dangerous Place on Earth for Women. 
http://www.raisehopeforcongo.org/sites/default/files/10reasons%281%29.pdf 
Film: King Leopold's Ghost (for rent on YouTube); The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo (UNT Video on Demand); 
Romero (VHS at UNT Media Library)

February 8: The multiple causes of human insecurity: poverty in Haiti
Quiz #1 Wed. February 10 at 2 pm in Sage Hall Rm. 330 on the concept of human security & the Congo and Haiti cases 

Bob Corbett's article “Why is Haiti so Poor?”  (find this online)
Brief stories on HIV in Haiti http://pulitzercenter.org/articles/haiti-earthquake-women-battle-hiv-aids 
Women and poverty in Haiti http://pulitzercenter.org/blog/untold-stories/little-girl-lost-haiti-rape-hiv-women-poverty  
International Organization for Migration. 2015. Five Years after the Earthquake Thousands of Haitians Remain 
Displaced. http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/press-briefing-notes/pbn-2015/pbn-listing/five-
years-after-2010-earthquake.html  
Read about SOIL's work in Haiti at www.oursoil.org  

February 15: Global political economy, social inequality and resource wars in Africa
Philip McMichael. 2013. Development: Theory and Reality. In Development and Social Change. 5th ed., 1-23 (see Bb)
Julia Wartenburg. 2010. What is Wrong with the GDP? Global Women's Project.(find this online)
Dani Rodrik (2002). Globalization for whom? http://harvardmagazine.com/2002/07/globalization-for-whom.html 
Anup Shah. 2001. Sierra Leone http://www.globalissues.org/article/88/sierra-leone  
Andres Perez. 2000. Sierra Leone's Diamond Wars. http://mondediplo.com/2000/06/02sierraleone 

February 22: Political insecurity: Resource wars, ethnic cleansing and refugees in Africa and Europe
Rwandan Genocide. http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/rwandan-genocide 
Bosnian Genocide. http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/bosnian-genocide
Jason Stearns. 2012. Dancing in the Glory of Monsters, pages 3-32, 69-80, 93-134.

February 29: Human insecurity as a determinant of terrorism (with a note on state terrorism) 
Book Summary of Dancing in the Glory of Monsters is due via Turnitin by midnight on Sunday, February 28. (20 points)
Rhonda Callaway and Julie Harrelson-Stephens. 2006. "Toward a Theory of Terrorism: Human security as a determinant 

http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/bosnian-genocide
http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/rwandan-genocide
http://mondediplo.com/2000/06/02sierraleone
http://www.globalissues.org/article/88/sierra-leone
http://harvardmagazine.com/2002/07/globalization-for-whom.html
http://www.oursoil.org/
http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/press-briefing-notes/pbn-2015/pbn-listing/five-years-after-2010-earthquake.html
http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/press-briefing-notes/pbn-2015/pbn-listing/five-years-after-2010-earthquake.html
http://pulitzercenter.org/blog/untold-stories/little-girl-lost-haiti-rape-hiv-women-poverty
http://pulitzercenter.org/articles/haiti-earthquake-women-battle-hiv-aids
http://www.raisehopeforcongo.org/sites/default/files/10reasons(1).pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/Katunga12.pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/apcity/unpan037033.pdf
http://www.fincent.fi/attachments/gallery/Owen__2004__Human_Security__Conflict_Critique_and_Consensus.pdf
http://www.google.com/scholar


of terrorism." Studies in Confict and Terrorism 29:773-796. 

Zach Beauchamp. 2014. How the US, its allies and its enemies all made ISIS possible. Vox. 
http://www.vox.com/2014/8/25/6065529/isis-rise  
Maisa Ziyadni et al. 2011. "Sources of Human Insecurity in Post War Situations." Journal of Human Security. 7 (3): 23-36.
Loretta Bass. 2014. “What motivates European youth to join ISIS?” http://www.joshualandis.com/blog/push-factors-
helping-isil-recruitment-loretta-bass/
Noam Chomsky. 2014. The Leading Terrorist State http://www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/27201-the-leading-terrorist-
state

March 7: Terrorism and consequences. Midterm on Wednesday, March 9, 2016 @ 2 pm in Sage Hall Rm. 330
International Organization for Migration on the magnitude of the refugee crisis in 2015 http://www.iom.int/news/irregular-
migrant-refugee-arrivals-europe-top-one-million-2015-iom  
Syria's Refugees: The Catastrophe. 2013. http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2013/10/10/syrias-refugees-catastrophe/  
P. Wood. 2014. "Yazidi women tell of sex-slavery trauma." http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-30573385 

SPRING BREAK March 14-20, 2016

March 21: Climate change: Evidence, causes and effects 
Jessica Tuchman Matthews. 1989. “Redefining Security” Foreign Affairs 68 (2): 162-177 (UNT Library e-resources)
Maria Mies. 1993. The Myth of Catching Up Development. In Ecofeminism. Maria Mies and Vandana Shiva (eds) (search 
online for Mies' chapter only or check Bb)
Some basics of global climate change: http://climate.nasa.gov/ (explore the Facts tab at the top)
Facing the Consequences. The Economist. November 25, 2010 http://www.economist.com/node/17572735  
Climate change hastened Syria's civil war. 2015. http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-change-hastened-the-
syrian-war/

March 28: Climate change and gendered effects
Patricia Glazebrook. 2011. “Women and Climate Change: A Case-Study from Northeast Ghana.” Hypatia 26(4): 762-782 
(UNT Library e-resources) 
On climate change and agriculture, 2012.
http://www.ids.ac.uk/news/time-for-a-rethink-getting-smart-about-politics-on-climate-change-and-agriculture  
Climate Change Policy Brief. 2011. Download the brief in .pdf from:
http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article/policy-brief-gender-climate-change-and-sustainable-development-2011-08-09 

April 4: Global food insecurity: Too many mouths to feed?
Quiz #2 in Sage Hall at 2 pm on Wednesday, April 6, 2016.

Frances More Lappe. 1998. “Myth 3: Too many mouths to feed” in World Hunger (pages 25-40 on Bb) See all twelve myths 
that the book debunks at http://www.foodfirst.org/pubs/backgrdrs/1998/s98v5n3.html 
Olivier De Schutter. 2011. Agro-ecology and the Right to Food. Report to the U.N. Human Rights Council by the Special 
Rapporteur on Food (find this online)

Optional: Clemens Breisenger et al. 2012. “Beyond the Arab Awakening: Policies and Investments for Poverty Reduction 
and Food Security.” International Food Policy Research Institute. (find online, peruse only, esp. the 1-17 for the main 
arguments)

April 11: Health, personal and community security 
Rita Manchata. 2001. "Redefining and Feminising Security." Economic and Political Weekly. 36(22): 1956-1963. (UNT Lib)
World Health Organization's slide show "2014 in Review: Key health issues" available at 
http://www.who.int/features/2014/year_review/en/  
Democratic Republic of the Congo: the country that knows how to beat ebola. http://www.who.int/features/2014/drc-beats-
ebola/en/  
The Deadly Consequences of Niche Aid in Africa (find this on your own online) 

Optional: Gita Sen et al. (ed). 1994. “Setting a New Agenda: Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights” Chapter 3 in 
Population Policies Reconsidered. (find this online)

http://www.who.int/features/2014/drc-beats-ebola/en/
http://www.who.int/features/2014/drc-beats-ebola/en/
http://www.who.int/features/2014/year_review/en/
http://www.foodfirst.org/pubs/backgrdrs/1998/s98v5n3.html
http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article/policy-brief-gender-climate-change-and-sustainable-development-2011-08-09
http://www.ids.ac.uk/news/time-for-a-rethink-getting-smart-about-politics-on-climate-change-and-agriculture
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-change-hastened-the-syrian-war/
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http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2013/10/10/syrias-refugees-catastrophe/
http://www.iom.int/news/irregular-migrant-refugee-arrivals-europe-top-one-million-2015-iom
http://www.iom.int/news/irregular-migrant-refugee-arrivals-europe-top-one-million-2015-iom
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April 18: You have been asking yourself.....What can I do? How can I help? 
Monday: International Organization for Migration. 2004. Revisiting the Human Trafficking Paradigm: The Bangladesh 
Experience Part 1. Trafficking of Adults. Read especially chapter 1, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8 (you can focus on flowcharts 
throughout this 86-page report; these effectively sum up the argument) 
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/revisiting_trafficking_bangladesh.pdf 

American Psychological Association's Report of the Task Force on Trafficking of Women and Girls (Find this online, 
and read the Executive Summary).

Wednesday: Each of you should plan to answer this question in class by a very brief (4-5 minute) presentation that 
includes your answer to the question “What can I do to help alleviate some (or even one) of these problems?” Pick a 
topic that you found especially interesting or challenging. As part of your brief presentation, you should discuss three 
organizations whose (local, national and/or global) work you find valuable and would like to highlight. This constitutes 
half of your participation grade.

April 25:  You have been asking yourself.....What can I do? How can I help?
Student presentations continued. 

May 2: End of semester discussion and discussion of the final exam
Final exam will be on May 9, 2016 from 1.30-3.30 pm in Sage Hall Room 330.

If/when you miss class, please contact one of your classmates about what you missed:

Name & contact information for classmate

Name & contact information for classmate

Keep track of your grades:

Attendance and participation: ____ / 10

Quiz 1: ____ / 15

Quiz 2: ____ / 15

Book review: ____ / 20

Midterm: ____ / 20 

Final exam: ___ / 20

Total: ____ / 100

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/revisiting_trafficking_bangladesh.pdf
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